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I wasn't sure if a mere 3 days in Tohoku would make
any difference... But it certainly did, at least to me.
I was privileged enough to be able to velunteer for 3
days in late September during a solo visit to Japan.
There was so much energy and determination, so much
good will and generosity, so many kind hearts and a
warm welcome awaiting me - and that even before you
take all the volunteers into account! I was so

impressed by the people of Iwate, and couldn’t help
but admire the resilience of those we visited who are
living in temporary housing in the Ofunato area.
Those who joined us for the Café events we hosted
showed so much grace, gratitude, forbearance and
humour (and even the odd bit of karaoke) that I'm sure
I learned more than I was able to give! My final day
was spent in Rikuzentakata, clearing and sorting
rubbish from the muddy paddy fields, and I'm still left
overwhelmed by the scene and scale of damage... I
was however surrounded by the warmth and good|
conversation of others from around the country (and
around the globe) taking time out from work, studies,
home and family to join in the volunteer effort. Thank
you for having me, Iwate. God grant you ever more
strength, comfort and fellowship in the days and
months ahead. And to the volunteers who still have
much to do and as the weather gets colder, as we say in
the UK, “Chinup!” Lisa(®X., BAXKIZHKARE) [g
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